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policy of hindsight statesmanship is on To Franee the war Is AMERICANISM V8. COOWARDICE
trial. a question of frecing Artois, Flanders ——

It is by keeping these ideas clearly or Champagne: it is a question of regain-
fixed in view that Congress and the coun- ing Alsace-Lorraine. to Speak Out Is Here.
" iry can best judge the message on the A year, two years, from now the lnnz'n the Editor of The Tribune
needs of national preparedness which Mr, cherished hope may vanish. The burden of Sir: Your editorisl “Man.mim vs. Cow-
Wilson is about to deliver. war and suffering may become intolera- ardice” waas Indeed magnificent, as good as
————— . ile and France may have to give over ht;r “Remember the Lusitania.” So was the ac-

= dream and her hope. But that time 18 companying cartoon, “Men Wanted.”

xr“:t::‘?:lt‘::?m and ?ear.‘e. .g[ill far in the future, as the declaration WI;]I people never wake up? This ought to |
2 ) resting deciaration of polley | o vt Thomas, one of the leaders of the be the paychological moment for the Republi- |

the German peril.
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The Statesmanship of Hinds:ghl.l

While Mr. Wilso
the country the ideas of national prepar-
edniess to which he ia willing to commit |
himself in December, 1015, it will be use-
ful to recall the ideas of national pre-|
paredness to which he committed himself
in December, 1914, When he delivered his
message to Congress a year Bgo the war
had been under way for four months.
That this great world disturbance would
react on us in a hundred ways was al-|
ready obvious. It was clear that it muati
affect our finance, industry and commerce,
our international relations and our domes-|
tlo politics. Nobody could say that we|
would be abls to keep out of It, and, how-
ever it might end, it wns pretty certain
to leave us, if we did keep out, at odds
with one or both of the belligerent gmps]
—more {solated In a diplomatic sense thanl
we had been gince the time of the Napo-|
leonic wars and the Holy Alliance.

Our first duty to ourselves was to arm|
against future eontingencies. The fighting
{n Europe had shown that our military |
system was & pitiful anachronism. Even|
Mr. Wilson's Secretary of War took

alarm
and suggested an Increase of our mobile|
regular army which wou

1d make it four!
times as big, Instead of twice as big, as
the New York City police force.

But President Wilson would not hear
of adding to the strength of the regular
army—the only force in any sense avail-
able for the defence of our soil should a
hostile army succeed in making a landing.|
Here is what Mr. Wilson eaid in Dmm-l
ber, 1014: '

Let us remind ourselves, therefors, of the
only thing we can do or will do. We must|
depend in every time of national peril, In
the future as in the past, not opon a atand-
{ng army, nor yet upon @ reserve army, bot
upon & citizenry trained and aceustomed to
arms. It will be right enough, right Ameri-
ean policy, based upon our necustomed prin-
eiples and practices, to provide a system by
which every citizen who will volunteer for
the training may be made familiar with the
use of modern arms, the rudiments of drill
and manmuvre and the maintenance and
sanitation of eamps. It s right, too,
thst the national guard of the states should
be developsd snd strengthenad by every
means which is not inconsistent with our|
obligations to our own people or with the
established policy of our government . .

More than this carrles with {t a reversal
of the whole history and character of our
polity. More than this proposed at this time,
permit me to ssy, would mesn merely that
we had lost our self-possession, that we had
been thrown off our balamca by a war with
which we have nothing to do, whose causes

t
|
|

[tr

| question now.

unity.” ' circumstance In European history and
Hera in a clear, definite, tangible Tact to who can see nothing in war but the cas-
be faced by all those who would talk about ualty lists and the hospital returns!
peace at the present time. Concei\mblyi What seems terrible to us now is only
Germany would now agree fo evacuate . gamiliar elrcumstance in European his-
Belgium, France and Serbia. She mightim,y_ It is the normal, not the abnormal;
even waive her project for an autonomous| strange only in its magnitude. From 1792
Pn?ﬂl-n‘f. A Washington dispateh to The to 1815 Europe fought, with too brief in-
Tribune yesterday suggested that Ger- . .1.4es. From the Crimea to the Treaty
many might consent to retrocede to France' ¢ prankfort was another epan. Behind

n s to-day giving to the French speaking districts of Lorraine i, g|] the wars of Frederick and Louis!uphold neutral rights. We know now what
| —that s, Metz and the adjacent districts yrv. wWar is quite as familiar as peace

—but does any one suppose Germany at|,. the European.

the present hour would give up Strass-| 14 would be well for Americans eager

burg? tr stop a conflict whose issues and causes
If France insists upon regalning her ..o beyond their knowledge or their un-

“Lost Provinces” Britain must and will s..ctanding to give to European history

stand with her.

cost her Poland or even the surrender of . .t A question like that of Alsace-|
her Balkan ambitions. Italy will not pause . aine supplics a complete demonstra-
until ghe has Trieste, She has just given ;. o ¢ the reason why peace is now only
full proof of her purpose by signing a ,; American hallucination and the ex-
eaty to make no separats peace. planation of the reason why the belliger-
The merita of the Franco-German dis-| .. gij]] prefet war to any peace now
pute over Alsace-Lorraine are beside the| .. inapie.

It i1s & fact, disclosed by|'
Why Not Tell the Truth?

From “The Evening Post” of yesterday
we take the following:

Thers may even he a few Republi-e'nm. in|
either branch of Congress, who will follow |
The Tribune's herolc lead in endeavoring to
take the control of forsign affsirs away from |
the President and his party. But if they do,|

Isace-Lorraine, who were as.|indeed, offer a Joint resolution to break off
poaple of A oot P | diplomatie relations with Germany, propos-

sionately devoted to France. |ing to follow it up by going to war, they will
The German theory that time wonld learn something about the power of commit-
alter the feeling of the Alsatians and/tees In Congress, and nlso about the suthor-
that a population mainly Germanic in ity of the President, This last lesson was
; set pretty plainly by Secretary Olney, in|
speech would return to the Teutonic fam- (gvaland’s second term, but it may have to
ily in due course of time has not worked bs set again. |
out. The failure {8 chiefly attributable to, From The Tribune of Saturday we take |
the inability of the Prussian to rule by|the following:
other than Prussian methods. The Tribune does helleva firmly that no
But if the mass of the population re- fear of war, no apprehension of possible Ger-
mains Francophile in its affection, thers is|man nction, should prevent the Congress of |
a considersble portion which is wholly | the United States from taking the single |
Seian o 1 th This is l"& course compatible with national honor and|
B AD 358, B ¥y. 8 18 Bupplied | ..1f respect. But It recognizes that a reso-|
by some 800,000 German immigrants, who lution calling upon the President to suspend
have brought to the provinces the German diploematic relations is purely sdvisory and
idea and ideal. They are the !unctiona-,““ be ignored by Mr. Wilson if he chooses.
ries, the high and low officials, the school| This is the second time in less than a
teachers and the stata employes, They|wnek that “The Evening Post” has
have replaced some 250,000 Alsatians and | ascribed to The Tribune something wholly
Lorrainers who have migrated to Franee|unlike this newspaper's statements or
since 1871. Iviews. If “The Evening Post” is resolved
The position of Aleace-Lorraine, even if to honor us with its criticism, why
it returns to France, will not be simple, doesn't it stick to the truth?
and France, in her turn, will confront a

German official statements at the time of
the Zabern Incident, that Alsace-Lorraine
has never accepted German rule or given
her allegiance to the conqueror. In taking
Alsace-Lorraine Germany enforced a land
title which at best was weakened by more
than two centuries of lapse. She acted
with total disregard of the wish of the

Russia has not the small-| | ¢ 0tion of the time they are giving t,,!“:"'fh‘ o cost!

est temptation to sign a peace which would ' v1je yttarance and platform pronounce- |

! ¢iswn on the war and on the posi

the merey of a Providence which frustrates
|

| their knavish tricks,

i One wonders if it wonldn't at least "give &
| 40lt" to our self-complacent President it all
|the Americans who have not forgotten the
| Lusitanis were to writs to him in some such
| terms as these:

| “3r, Presidents We are betrayed, our word
'is no longer good, our honor {a compromlsed,
our charscter sunk. And !t is you who have
done it with your empty phrases promising

|
1o safeguard American lives, pretending to

your pledges were worth, Yet in the face of
|these repented murders you still dare to talk
| of what you have done! You had the great-
| eat opportunity ever granted man to play =
| noble part, to stand forth as the champion of
humanity and freedom, to lead your country
to new heights of grandeur. And st how
What was needed but a littla
moral courage? [Every true American was
ready, sager, for the call, the call that never
came.  With what incredible, what pathetic
faith did we watch and wait during all those
long summer montha! It would mignify littls
if your own fame were alone affected. Un-
fortunately you have involved your ecuntryl'.
with you, have pilloried us in the face of the
world, made us a scorn and a hissing among |
the nations.” AN AMERICAN.
Orange, N. I, Dea. 4, 1818,

[

|
The Humiliation. |
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Birs 1 wish to express my Ippﬂ'e‘l-:
‘ion of tha editorial page of The Tribune.
! am glad to find a paper that expresses your |
tion whieh |
(he United States {8 in to-day. I am glad
to rend the letters of others which show |
that a gond many men feel keenly the humili-
ation of belonging to s nation that is “too
proud to fight.”

I wish, however, to express some views the
oppoaite of those expressed by Dr. Bingham
in a letter published yesterday morning. It
seems to me that no one is to blame for Wil-
son's acts after he became Preaident but
Wilson himself, Undoubtadly politiclans were |
to blame for his election, but there are dif-
ferencea of opinlon about who thess politi-
clans are. To soms peopls the statement
that Roosevelt In to blame for the split in
the Republican party, und the consequent
slection of Wilson, is just an ridienlons a8
Germany's elaim that England is to hlume for
the war, Wa must remember that there were
1 great many men in the country, orﬂlnlari.'l}'
Republiean, who were opposed to the rodlec-
tion of Taft long before the Chicago con-
vention, and who, {f there had been no Pro-
gressive party, would have voted for Wilson
und Insured his election in any event. Who,
then, aplit the Republican party? My answer
iy, the men who insisted on the nomination
of Taft. A. A. SBAUNDERS,

New Haven, Conn,, Dec. 1, 1915,

A Oommuter Desires Better Treat-
ment if He Must Pay More.

To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The New York Central Rallroad will
raise fares to o 2% cants a mile standard on
January 1 next, provided the schedule now on

approved.

Before approving the commirsion should
give the matter enreful considerstion. 1t ap-
| prove they do, they should compel the rail-
road to do eertain things for the traveller.
They shauld compel the railroad to cense
running filthy passenger coaches; to run suf-

| traing, which are not fit for cattle.

considerable disloyal element. But it has
been plain from the outset of the war that
French opinion was a unit on the subject
of the “Lost Provinces,” and a peace which

By an error the word “party” was substi-
tuted for “tardy"” in the following passage in
yesterday's leading eaditorial article: Already
there are unmistakable signs that this popu-
lar emotion [the demand for courage in the

.| Frankfort wonld be for the French a peace

protection of American lives and honor] is
| making itself felt in Washington and is spur-
|rinz u reluctant administration to a tardy

did not undo the work of the Treaty of

utterly unsatisfactory.

Beyond all else the annexation of Alsace-
Lorraine represented and represents a vio-
lation of the modern notions of human
liberty, More than 1,500,000 people were

|annexed by Germany in 1871 without the

cannot touch us, whose very existence af-|smallest regard to their own wishes, in

fords ws opportunities of friendship and
diginterested pervice which should make us
ashamed of any thought of hostility or
fearful preparation for trouble.

What pathetic self-deception! Hardly
two months from the day of this confl-
dent declaration that the European war
could not tonch ua the administration was

[the face of their unanimous protest and|

opposition.

Here was revesled in its entirety the
German notion that every wish of a peo-
ple or a race i of no value when weighed
|against German necessity and the Teu-
|tonie aspiration for a “place in the sun.”
| What Germany did in Alsace-Lorraine she

show of motivity.”

Lizzie and Bertha.
Now see Tin Lizzie on her way
Across the salty wave,
How fine she looks! Oh, frabjous day!
How slick and spick and span and gay
And serious snd hrave!

They eranked her up, she caught the spark;
With rattle, smell and roar

She sped nlong. Not Noah's ark

Was likelier to exeite remark

| Or woken wonder more,

The creatures of the vasty deep,
The lobsters snd the whales,

| Awakened from their fishy sleep,

gending to Germany s virtual ultimatum,|planned to do in Belgium, in Northern Venture to take a fearful peep

glving notice that it would not tolerate

the murdering of Ameriean citizens trav-

elling on the unarmed merchant ships of
Germany’s enemies. Germany defied our
warning, sank the Lusitania and mur-
dered more than ons hundred American

| France, in the Balkans,

| The question of Alsace-Lorraine is not
merely & local question: it Is & question of
principle, which involves the whole Ger-
man idea. If the Germans are compelled
(to give up the lands conquered not only

As Lizzie proudly sails.

1G(:N'.'(! Dr. Pease cannot be seen,
He did not come along;

| Lizzle was smoking olene,

And so & joy that might have been
Died by & deed of wrong.

citizens; and the refusal of the German in 1814 but in 1870; if the right of men | way over on the other side
government to disavow that crime and and races to choose their own nation is| Three thousand miles uway,

offer reparation for it makes the

of hostllity” to Germany very real, smd.I

after six months of fruitless waiting for
satinfaction, very deep-seated and very
rankling.

If Mr. Wilson had ever meant what
he sald in the “strict accountability” note

real step toward permanent peace. Alsace-
| torraine is for the whole world a sign and
{symbol of the German idea and the Ger-
|man theory, and so long as Germany re-
‘taina these provinces the gospel of might
will obtain.

Looking backward after forty-four

"thought‘reﬁstuhlishvd and fortified, that will be a|Big Bertha, full of wicked pride,

{Her dreadful visage opened wide,

! 1 bellowing night and day.

When Lizzie gets to Flanders she
Will ask this Friulein Krupp

|To come and have a dish of tea,

| Or, if that too Johnaonian be,

Te have ten in a cup.

of February 10, or in the first Lusitania

nots of May 13, ha would have called
Congreas in extra session long ago, would
have apologized for the folllea of his mes-
sage of December 14, 1914, and would have
started the country on the way to achieve
a condition of military preparedness capa-|
ble of making our diplomatic protestations
read like something more than empty
threats to the German government. |

He did not do this. He let preparation
wait on ineffective diplomacy - ineffective
because there was no evidence of adequate
physical force behind it.

Congress hns now met agaln, in com-
pliance with law, not because the Presi-
dent has sought or desired its codperation

years it is eacy to see how fatal to (ier-ihnd what will this Blg Bertha eay,
many the annexation of these provinces| This ’"":‘ maid whose breath
has proved. If Bismarck had treated ,_.'u;‘;*;;';‘;ch:}‘"w;‘;';: ‘t::";:;;:pm
France In 1871 as he treated Austria In| And blast the land with death?
1886 the Franco-Prussian War would hm-e|m| W
\ {Oh, , &he

left no permanent scar, as thle Napo-| sh:"‘h“ h”’!:"l".;:ﬂl:n::i;d.
leonic wars left no French resentment.!pn . ihia is ten, so who's afrald?
Then Germany would have been free to Please, Bortha, pass the marmalade.
deal with her two great natural rivals,| Isn't the sponge cake good?
Russia and Great Britain. | E. D, BEACH.

By taking the French provinces she per-| = §
potuted French hostility. When aha!TnﬁeP::]:f “?"TT’P’T’:‘:" the Purple.
aliied herself with Austria ghe “took on™ "~ o = 4t ”'m’ ‘“":::‘“Mu"on gl
Austro-Russian qmu‘ft-lu in the Balkans.|., . gius Cross Fund fo- wounded horses
It was always certain that when Great! ;. 4o war and the Purpls Cross, will you
Britain recognized the German menace kindly print the following:

in repalring the blunders of a year ago or
in putting the nation in a state to make
its protestations mean something., It
does not expect to hear to-day a repeti.
tion of the bald inanities of the messape

she would turn to France and Russia, and
that Italy would gravitate to the same

alignment,
Bismarck fought three wars, but he
fought his three opponents in turn. Wil

The Blue Cross is tks original fund for
wounded horses in war, and was organized
during the Balkan War, 1812, by Our Dumb
Friends' Lengue, 58 Vietorin Street, London;
president, the Right Honorable the Earl of

To the Editor of The Tribune,

stand you take in the first editorial of to-
day's issue.

You are absolutely right in holding that a
severance of diplomatie relations with Ger-
many s the logical and gelf-respecting course
for the United States in default of the repa-
ration we have asked for the wrongful de-
struction of American lives and property; but

prodding, from an sdministrution whieh hus
heen consistent daring so long a perfod in
its attitude of remonstrance tempersd by
comnliment and its strict adherence to the
use of words only.

It is, indeed, a very naive conception that
a nation like Germany, the state of ull states
depending on and ldealizing force, will be
won by a series of polite requests, decidedly
injurious to her prestige to grant, when she
is quite convinced that non-compliunee will
produee nothing more drastic than an addi-
tional note.

Perhaps If the Republicans In Congress will

Logical, Self-Respecting Oourse. r

Sir: 1 want to sdd my congratulations to
many others you must bs recelving on the
' and the trains are usually late. The express|consideration in the matter of service.

|

it is surely too much to expect, without heavy |

|show thers !s some red blood left in the

| country and that at least part of our govern-
ment is opposed to further shilly-shallying

| we may hesten the end of these long nego-

tintions. But {f that i= not promptly sccom-

plished let us put an end to negotintions

altogether. w.
New York, Dec. 4, 1915.

. Pottage Buys a Poor Peace.
|To the Editor of The Tribune.

| Sir:
aska: “Why are we ‘cowards,’ we who want
peace at any priea?™ And suggests that to

In Ssturday’s Tribune “C. F. R

| Belgium our harvest flelds must soem prpf—l

erabla to her erown of laurel.

Do not for & moment believe it. HRelgiom

is not of thosse who would sell their birth-
right for & mesa of pottage. Those who
would are cowards, and when they have paid
tne pries will have but a poor peace. God
| grant that our own country may not know
| such & peace, now or ever!
i Let me commend to your correspondent
| these splendid lines of Ralph Waldo Emer-
| son—would they might confront us all, in
blazing letters, along our great white way
of luxury and frivelity:

|

“'Tis man's perdition to be safe
When for truth he ought to die."

“C, F, R."” is of “those who seek the final,
undoubted good.” Let him choose his path
between this glorious faith and “pesce at
any price.” 7

New York, Nov. 20, 1015.

A True View of Our Duties.

| To the Editor of The Tribune,

L Sir: 1 desire to express my personal thanks
to you for the splendid editorinls which you

Lonsdale, Lady Smith-Dorrien being the have been writing for The Tribune for sev-

of December last, It s not in & moad to

be contented with such barren idealities.

It wants to hear the President outline a

real scheme of military reorganization, a
ity which will give the United States
modern military system and a real, not
make-believe, army.

To-day, therefore, the self-sufficlency of
the 1014 mensage ix on trial. The fatuous
boast that “we shall not alter our attitude
toward it [the subject of preparedness]

~ because some Among ys are nervous and
kﬂ‘umm The whole Wilson

president of the Blue Cross Fund —the Purple|

fam 11 has played his hand less skilfully,
Cross was started during the present Euro-

with the result that he faces a world in/ .
arms. But the fault in not primarily his. PS"" wur. Both these funds are recognized
Th ". " : P ¥ *pafficinlly by the French government. The
o inheritance from Bismarck of the piye Cross has four large hospitals in France,
Alsace-Lorraine question has handicapped  caring for 700 to 800 horses, and over 2,000
him at every turn and now lies across his 'fmr“‘}s have h-;rnIeur.-rl.lu:”a:idmo? ,l,," ;::::
. or the anumals, Iarge « itiea © o "
;m:_!:wnf;, lh'}‘.Rm.a;ﬂgt "b:tad' ‘;.:: p{'n('l.' ,,illnnnlng--*. instruments, fly nets, h.\'.v been
or the French the “Lost Provinces™ .. aur regular British, Indisn and Terri-
have become the test of French safety and | torinl armies. All subseriptions for the Blue
the future of France. Frenchmen recog-| Cross Fund should be sent to me at
nize that unless these lands are reclaimed P "",':!:'f‘; El Plll\":Tt)'ﬂ.F MAITLAND
France cannot hope to remain a great ¥ |im|' Sec., Blue Cross Fund.
power or permunently make head sguingt| New York, Dec. 2, 1016

J

eral months last past, To my mind you
' seem to be the only man capable of & brave
‘and manly statement of the duties and obli-
 gations of American citizens at the present
moment. [ believe that & majority of Ameri-

cand huve in their minds exactly the ideas

which you express, but we have neither the
ubility nor the medium to give expression to
our views, You have both the ability and
the most splendid medium in the world, and

clearly and foreibly stated.
IRA G. DARRIN.
New York, Dec. 3, 1015.

20 1 ahall hope and expect from day to day in | women,
the future to have our rights and obligations | “never") s there any sign of wppreciation |untouched by her

Is it worthy of higher fare

by this road.

| wervies is very limited At certaln hours the

HIGH FARES FOR BAD SERVICE

file with the Public Serviee Commission be

ficlent cars to scat all passengers, and to|sardines.
discontinue running the “tin cars” on loesl | Erie station, which is situated between the

They should consider the service rendered |town trains. According to statistics, the Eric
s

The scheduls timo between stations in the than either the Pennsylvania or Lackuwann
suburban zone of the Hudson division is long|rnilroad, and these passengers recelve less|tained in the statement published by the

wers hrought up to bo “ladies” and all men|
“gentiemen,” as I was, and, I presume, “Van"

was also,
and Both French and Germans Employ

l‘Tim-. {s another side to thia guestion,
tl Is, “ y n| 2 2

at is, “Why cannot every passenger, man Asphyxmtion Without Scmple.
the Editor of The Tribune,

or woman, have a seat? I belleve that much/
In your issue of the 16th instant you

GAS WARFARE

has been done slong this line by the New!T,
York subway in the operation of ten-car| g
trains, but I am referring now particularly to| ... M : : =
the Hudson River subway, in which I rldeh'::,:_:_i: I:;:"f fr:mh',l';, [m""_d e
more fregmently than any other. @a lhis'lh Gos ) SRR LIBE RUYON- JERES. S8Y
system it can be observed daily that, during F' EREIIE I?"l decided to fight with gas.
the commuting hours, at least, the four and What Mr, Norton seems to wish to imply
five car traina sre often insufficient to pro-|by stating that a gas apparatus eapturcd
vide seats for all of the passengers boarding|from the Germans was dated back as fur as
at one station; consequently, those at the| 1908 is, of course, that it was the Germans
succerding station or stations along thf'| who started thia “dirty way of fighting,” as
route can 0“]}' t?t‘ jammed in like so m"“i"!h«- enlls it. That is precisely where Mr. Nor-
This is particularly true st Lhu[mn is wrong. Although the Germans wers
| starting point of both uptown and down-| ._-\,oss-.nn of I_hl! powerful weapon, they
| ned from using it until after the Allies

hrings more commuters to the tubes daily| ind employed similar contrivances, The first
a| English complaint of the use of gas is con-

:.“.ritir.h military authorities on April 21, while

Last year the Hudson & Manhattan Ral[‘il:‘-ﬂrman official reports stated, as far back as

servics is exceptionally bad. Lack of space cond Company published advertisements inlaneil 12, th ‘rench ut Sui
prevents me from citing examples, but there their cars solieiting Erie Railroad nnsﬁvn'lclls'rl.n] ; tlli.n.ththn_ I:ttd-tﬂ-u'- ey
are plenty that [ could mention. The .‘ncnh—!.;xrw to use their tubes, but they offered no| FERIon AR e ENEHAR 8§ Yprvs, Mg $s
veniences of the far famed Grand Central |.ttrnction in the way of serviee, and the ployed me”." Bings SDA Tombe. Hhes devel:
Terminal are numerous, and should not be|gnly advantage was the saving of time over|oPed asphyxinting and deleterious gas on ex
ploding. The report dated April 16 contains

the old ferry route, Another infustice is
ihe charge of seven cents to ride to uptown
New York and five centa downtown imposed
on Eriea and Lackawsnna passengers, while

overlooked.

About fifteen years ago the commutation
rate to Tarrgtown was $6.60. It was raised
to $7.80, and shortly thereafter was made

$8.25. The fifty-trip optlonal hooks were|ihe Pennsylvania Railroad passengers are
raised from $1560 to 21756, The one-Way|carried uptown for two cents and downtown
rate was increased from 00 to B4 centslfor pothing. The newspapers did a lot
thongh the #0-cent round trip fara remained|ioward inducing the operation ten-cir

unchanged, About a year ago thﬂ‘ mileage [ 1pning in the New York subway. Perhaps
book privileges were curtailed. While the|ihoy can help in the same way on the Jersey-
railroad cluims that ecommutation and|y.g York tubes, . C. B, ]

mileage rates will not be altered, the fact
that the regular fares will be increased about |
45 per cent should be sufliclent to cause every |
patron of the road to use his or her influenca |
to prevent the increasing of fares that are |
already too high. Sir: The letter of C. F. Weeks in to-day"s
| have used Tarrytown fares as an exam-|issue as to “Horace Greeley's Footwear” re-
ple, though | am familiar with conditions calls an incident now forty-four vears old.
along the entire suburban divigion, and know| Some time in the winter of 187172 Mr.
that the rates to other points are similar,| Greeley delivered a lecture In the Preshy-
and, in some instances, higher In proportion | terian Church of Caldwell, N. J., of which
to the distance covered, |t was then the pastor. It fell to my lot
For increnssd rutes we receive no better|to have the honor of his entertainment at
service. Commuters have taken thair griev-|the manse. It was s dark and very muddy
ances to the Publle Service Commission and | night, and as we left the house for the
the courts. The Public Service Commission|church, a distanee of about five minutes, 1
has in a recent case declared In favor of the inquired of my distinguished guest if he did
cnmmgtﬂrn—-!hr‘ Suprome Court in favor of |not wear rubbers? “No," he replied, "I be-
the railroad, lieva In leather” He had on a pair of
In & “period of retrenchment” a short time |heavy, high-legged boots.
ago trains were taken off, express service cut| Onee seated in tue palpit, to my dismay he
down nnd through service hampered by stop- [hegan a vigerous cleaning of said “footwenr”
ping heavy trains at local stations. |on the nmew carpet, After his retiring that
I have commuted regularly for four years; |nizht, leaving his boota behind the parlor
daring that time I have covercd fn all 80,000 | yyove, T ventured to weigh them, The scales
miles on Enstern railroads, and | have had
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An Historical Reminiscence.
To the Fditor of The Tribune

made clear why “he believed in leather”

the following sentence: *“The employment of
bombs diffuzing deleterious gases on the part
of the French is increasing.”

In this connection a communication of the
French Ministry of War, dated February 21,
1815, which was found on French prisoners
and of which I (nclose the Freneh original
| is very instructive. It reads;

“The so-called projectiles with asphyxi-
ating gases which are manufactured by our

|central works contain a liquid which, after

explosion, develop gases irritating to the
eyes, nose and throat. There are two kinds:
hand grenades and cartridges.

“The grenades are egg-shaped; their larg-
est diameter i= & cm., their length 12 em,
thelr weight 400 gr. They are meant for
small distances and have n contrivanes by
means of which they ean be thrown by hand.
instructions for use are attached to them.
They are ignited by rubbing them against a
chemical attached to the instruetions, where-
upon they must be thrown. The explosion
takes place seven seconds after the ignitlon.
A small brass cover and a screwing atopper
safeguard the explosive from without, The

|purpose of the hand grenades is to render

untenahles® the vieinity of the place where
they explode. The effectiveness is consider-
ably diminished by strong wind.

“The cartridges have a cylindrieal shape.
Thelr diameter is 28 mm,, their length 10 em,,

many opportunities to observe the ways of

various lines. The New York Central {s far

from being Al. “The public be damned" is

still their slognn—but they want to raise

their fares! EUGENE WHITE.
Tarrytown, N. Y., Dec. 2, 1815,

About Subway Seats,
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: It was with pleasure that 1 read
“Van's" letter to you last week, because at

least one man was bold enough to express|

publicly his feelinga regarding courtesy to
women in the subway, ete. However, the
letters published this morning make mae fesl
that “Van" is entitled to s little support.
Therefore, allow me to say that I eonsider
the letter signed “E." ns decidedly narrow
and one-sided. She evidently judges all
women to he of the same temperament and
to have had the same experiences as herself,
1t is true that there is the man who oecu-
piesa more space than is necessary, whom we
all know well as the “seat hog," but this
type i= in the minority: in fuct, I may safely
state that n very smull number of the total

|

They welghed exactly seven pounds. As he
left the house the next morning [ distinetly
remember the hitch in his coat collar and the
“hitehed up trouser leg” on his left boot top.

Altogether it was & memorable occurrence|

in my early ministry. And I shall never for-
ret his kindly uttered concern as to my baby
girl, as she toddled behind the stove, “Take
care, my little daught
see you fall againat that stove
CHARLES T. BERRY.

Brooklyn, Dee. 2, 1615.

Frances A. Graha_m.

To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Women In all parts of this country
have turncd back in thought to their girl-
hood on reading the notice of the death lust
woeek of Frances A, Graham. For forty vears

+

er; [ should so hate tn[

their weight 200 gr. They are destined for
use ot greater distances than the hand gren-
ades. Starting at an angle of twenty-five de-
green, they can be thrown 230 metres. They
| have central ignition and are fired by means
!ot rocket rifles. The powder ignites a amsll
| quentity of combustible matter which ex-
plodes the projectile five seconds after leav-
ing the muzzle. The cartridges have the
same purpose as the hand grenades, but be-
{eause of the small amount of liquid which
!they contain they must be fired in great
quantities,

| “The fumes diffused by projecticles with
 sephyxinting gases are not deadly, st least
|not in small quantities, and their effect is
|only temporary; the duration of the effect
depends on the atmospheric conditions, It

Miss Graham was the head of the Graham|is best, therefore, to attack those trenches
School, 8 school which, thanks to the fores|into whieh such hand grenades have been

Green and Miss Groham, hag lived n l‘ul]iiwen evicuated by the enemy before the
century in this changing ecity, fumes have entirely disappeared. Moreaver,

As we to-day look back to the days in m:l'zho storming troops must be supplied with
No. 1, at Sixty-third, and to Seventy-serond protective goggles and should be instructed

Street, it is no theories of teaching, nol
rreat originalities of riethod, that we reeall
Those may have existed. Certainly good
i work was done in those class rooms. But

Further, she saya that “occasionally a man|what the scholars think of first in of Mis
does rise” ete. 1 would say this happens|Graham herself. Tall, stately, a lndy of the|
very frequently, for rarely do [ enter a sub-{old school, to whom manner was ar in-
way train that 1 do not witness, not one, but|separable sign of breeding, her daily pres-
many cases, and, like “Van,” | have always ence was a lesson in the disciplined, ordered,
made it a practice to stand in deference to :.;nlf-comrollpd life; while rare, indoed, was
but weldom (mind, 1 don't way|the girl who went out from her influence
stunch  principles, her
from the New York woman. She secms to| hizh idenls, her fearlessness, her honor and
expect it as her due, which would probably |her justice. E. W. B
be a besutiful theory realized, if all womenl New York, Dee 1, 1015

male passengers earried in New York's pub-
lie conveyances daily may be classed as such,
“E." evidently sees all men in this light,
which is & great injustice,

that the divagreeable sensation in nose and
throat is harmless and does not cause any
permanent disturbances.”

Hore we have the most coneclusive evidence
of the fact thut the French have manufact-
ured in their government shops projectiles
with asphyxinting gases as far back as Feb-
runry, 19156, Their number must have beein
very great if the French War Ministry saw
fit to distribute directions to the troops com-
eorning the use of thia new means of war-
fare. And yet they proelaim indignation at
the Germans following them much later on
the path which they have shown.

New York, Nov, 17, 1916, K M M

EEBE T W _Ahﬁ



